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Holy Week / Passion Week / Pascha  
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April 4, 2015 
LAZARUS SATURDAY (Vrbica).  
8:45am Matins for Lazarus Saturday (Note: Confessions will be heard during Matins). 
9:30am Divine Liturgy with Procession for children. 
Two brief days stand out as sharp exceptions to the above—days of clearly observable triumph. These days are known in the 
Church today as Lazarus Saturday and Palm Sunday. Together they form a unified liturgical cycle which serves as the passage 
from the forty days of Great Lent to Holy Week. They are the unique and paradoxical days before the Lord’s Passion. They are 
days of visible, earthly triumph, of resurrectional and messianic joy in which Christ Himself is a deliberate and active participant. 
At the same time they are days which point beyond themselves to an ultimate victory and final kingship which Christ will attain 
not by raising one dead man or entering a particular city, but by His own imminent suffering, death and resurrection. 
 
April 5, 2015 
ENTRANCE OF OUR LORD INTO JERUSALEM (Palm Sunday) 
9:30am Blessing & Distribution of Palm & Willow Branches. 
9:40am Divine Liturgy (of St John Chrysostom).  
 
April 9, 2015 (Thursday)  
MATINS OF GREAT & HOLY FRIDAY  
4:30pm Confessions.  
5:15pm Reading of Twelve Passion Gospels.  
Matins of Holy Friday are celebrated on Thursday night. The main feature of this service is the reading of twelve selections from 
the Gospels, all of which are accounts of the passion of Christ. The first of these twelve readings is John 13:31-18:1. It is Christ’s 
long discourse with his apostles that ends with the High Priestly prayer. The final gospel tells of the sealing of the tomb and the 
setting of the watch (Matthew 27:62-66).The twelve Gospel readings of Christ’s passion are placed between the various parts of 
the service. The hymnology is all related to the sufferings of the Savior and borrows heavily from the Gospels and the prophetic 
scriptures and psalms. The Lord’s beatitudes are added to the service after the sixth gospel reading, and there is special 
emphasis given to the salvation of the thief.  
 
April 10, 2015 (Friday)  
9:00am Royal Hours 
The Hours of Holy Friday repeat the Gospels of Christ’s passion with the addition at each Hour of readings from Old Testamental 
prophecies concerning men’s redemption, and from letters of Saint Paul relative to man’s salvation through the sufferings of 
Christ. 
 
April 10, 2015 (Friday) 
VESPERS OF GREAT & HOLY FRIDAY 
2:15pm Confessions.  
3:00pm Vespers & Entombment of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
VESPERS: The first service belonging to Holy Saturday—called in the Church the Blessed Sabbath—is the Vespers of Good 
Friday. It is usually celebrated in the mid-afternoon to commemorate the burial of Jesus. Vespers begin as usual with hymns 
about the suffering and death of Christ. After the entrance with the Gospel Book and the singing of Gladsome Light, selections 
from Exodus, Job, and Isaiah 52 are read. An epistle reading from First Corinthians (1:18-31) is added, and the Gospel is read once 
more with selections from each of the four accounts of Christ’s crucifixion and burial. The prokeimenon and alleluia verses are 
psalm lines, heard often already in the Good Friday services, prophetic in their meaning. 
4:00pm Confessions.  



April 10, 2015   
5:30 Matins of Great & Holy Saturday. 
MATINS: The Matins of Holy Saturday are celebrated on Friday night. They begin in the normal way with the singing of God is 
the Lord, the troparion The Noble Joseph, and the following troparia: In place of the regular psalm reading the entire Psalm 119 
is read with a verse praising the dead Savior chanted between each of its lines. This particular psalm is the verbal icon of Jesus, 
the righteous man whose life is in the hands of God and who, therefore, cannot remain dead. The Praises, as the verses are 
called, glorify God as “the Resurrection and the Life,” and marvel at his humble condescension into death. 
 
April 11, 2015 (Saturday)  
8:00am VESPERS & DIVINE LITURGY OF ST BASIL THE GREAT OF HOLY SATURDAY.  
Vespers include 15 Old Testament Readings.  
The Vespers and Matins of the “Blessed Sabbath”, together with the Divine Liturgy which follows, form a masterpiece of the 
Orthodox liturgical tradition. These services are not at all a dramatic re-enactment of the historical death and burial of Christ. 
Neither are they a kind of ritual reproduction of scenes of the Gospel. They are, rather, the deepest spiritual and liturgical 
penetration into the eternal meaning of the saving events of Christ, viewed and praised already with the full knowledge of their 
divine significance and power. Following the evening entrance which is made with the Book of the Gospels, fifteen readings 
from the Old Testament scriptures are read, all of which relate to God’s work of creation and salvation which has been summed 
up and fulfilled in the coming of the predicted Messiah. Besides the readings in Genesis about creation, and the Passover-exodus 
of the Israelites in the days of Moses in Exodus, there are selections from the prophecies of Isaiah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Daniel, 
Zephaniah, and Jonah as well as from Joshua and the Books of Kings.  
 
April 11, 2015 (Saturday)  
 9:45pm Nocturn (Note: 15 minutes earlier than in 2014).  
10:20pm Matins of Holy Pasha with Procession.  
11:00pm HOLY PASCHA / Divine Liturgy.  
Blessing of Paschal Baskets followed by AGAPE MEAL.   
NOCTURN: The priest goes to the tomb and removes the winding-sheet. He carries it through the royal doors and places it on 
the altar table where it remains for forty days until the day of Ascension. 
MATINS: After the procession has taken place, all the faithful reenter the church and the entire 9 Odes of the Matins Canon is 
sung. There is the continual singing and censing of the icons and the people, with the constant proclamation of the celebrant: 
Christ is risen! The faithful continually respond: Indeed he is risen! Before the Divine Liturgy, the celebrant proclaims the famous 
Paschal Sermon of St. John Chrysostom. This sermon is an invitation to all of the faithful to forget their sins and to join fully in 
the feast of the resurrection of Christ. Taken literally, the sermon is the formal invitation offered to all members of the Church to 
come and to receive Holy Communion, partaking of Christ, the Passover Lamb, whose table is now being set in the midst of the 
Church. In some parishes the sermon is literally obeyed, and all of the faithful receive the eucharistic gifts of the Passover 
Supper of Pascha night.  
PASCHAL DIVINE LITURGY: Special psalm verses also comprise the antiphons of the liturgy, through which the faithful praise 
and glorify the salvation of God. The Liturgy of St John Chrysostom continues, crowned in holy communion with the Passover 
Lamb at his banquet table in God’s Kingdom. Again and again the troparion of the Resurrection is sung while the faithful partake 
of him “who was dead and is alive again” (Rev 2:8). In the Orthodox Church the feast of Easter is officially called Pascha, the 
word which means the Passover. It is the new Passover of the new and everlasting covenant foretold by the prophets of old. It 
is the eternal Passover from death to life and from earth to heaven. It is the Day of the Lord proclaimed by God’s holy prophets, 
“the day which the Lord has made” for his judgment over all creation, the day of His final and everlasting victory.   
 
April 19, 2015 
First Sunday of Pascha: THOMAS SUNDAY.  
9:30am Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom.   
The Sunday after Easter, called the Second Sunday, is thus the eighth day of the paschal celebration, the last day of Bright Week. 
It is therefore called the Antipascha. In the Slavic tradition, it is customary to bless graves on Thomas Sunday. In the Byzantine 
tradition, they are often blessed on Memorial Day. 
 
Please Note:  The purifying act of Holy Confession is absolutely mandatory during Great Lent. To be forgiven of all offenses by 
our Lord is not only cleansing, it is healing and salvific. Confession, aside from its serious tonality, should be accompanied by 
thought and prayer.  I am all too aware our liturgical cycle does not make it easy to come to Confession, but in the final analysis, 
it is not supposed to be easy or comfortable. I can make time for Confession whenever it is possible. I would even be willing to 
hear no more than two Confessions during the Old Testament readings on Holy Saturday, if necessary. – Fr Marc V. 


